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1 Introduction 

 
This document describes how to exchange information between Mantis Bug Tracking and IRQA. Through 
the import/export capabilities of both tools it is possible to gather Mantis’ elements into an Excel 
document that may be imported later into IRQA. 
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2 How it works? 

First of all we will export the desired issues from MantisBT to MS Excel (through the CSV export option). 
Then we will be using the IRQA Import Tool in order to import all the issues from the excel document to 
IRQA.  

 

2.1 Export elements from MantisBT 
 

Starting in Mantis, we select the option “View Issues” to get a list of the different issues. From this view it is 
possible to apply filters or the different fields and attributes. As the export option will export only those 
elements currently displayed we can use this filter to ensure that only the desired elements are exported, 
for example, we are going to export only the elements in status “new” 
 

 
 
 
Once the filters have been applied, simply click on the [CSV Export] option. This will create a .csv 
document (anonymous.csv by default). Note that it is possible to extract the elements directly to .xls 
(Excel) if the Print Reports option is selected, however this option won’t be as friendly as the CSV option in 
order to later import the document into IRQA. 
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2.2 Convert the .csv document into .xls 
 
Note: This section descries the way to import the document into Excel 2003. Depending on the version of 
MS Excel you’re using, you may find some minor differences in the import process or in the dialog order, 
however the min steps (selecting a character as separator and so on) remains the same 
 
Open a blank excel document and select the option “Data>Import External Data>Import Data…” from 
the Data menu. 
 

 
 
 
Now follow the Wizard with the following options: 
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From this first dialog select the option “Delimited” and click on Next> 
 

 
 
From the dialog above select “Comma” as the delimiter and click on Next> 
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In this late dialog no option needs to be modified. Click on Finish 
 
 
Now you need to specify where the elements will be Imported in the excel documents. (By default the 
selected Cell) 
 

 
 
 
Click Ok and you will get a sheet similar to this one: 
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Note: I have highlight the first row with bold in order to make it more readable 
  
Finally save the document as an xls file and it will be ready to be imported into IRQA. 
 

2.3 Attributes creation in IRQA 
 
 
Now that the document is ready for importing, there is one additional step that needs to be performed. It 
is necessary to manually create the attributes that will be imported from the excel document in IRQA. 
Later, those attributes will be fulfilled with the information from the excel document.  
 
Note: Take into account that this step is only needed if the destination project doesn’t contain the 
attributes. Once created, it is possible to import elements from Mantis as many times as needed. 
 
Enter in the Attributes Type view from the “Engineering Process > Analysis > Attribute Types” menu 
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From this view, it is necessary to create the base type for the attributes that will be imported. Taker into 
account that Text, Date, Boolean, Integer and Float types are already created in the project, so you only 
need to define Enumerated (pick list) types.  
 

Click on the Add Button ( ) on the elements tool bar or select “Edit>Add Element” in the menu. 
 
In the following dialog (New Type dialog) fulfill the Name, Base Type (Enumerated) and also the available 
values. Those values need to be exactly the same as in Mantis, in order to perform the mapping. 
Additionally it is possible to define a color for each value. To enter values, fulfill the Value text area and 
select “Add Value” 
 

 
 

Once finished, click on OK and the new type will be created. 
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Once the needed types have been created (usually, only enumerated types need to be created) go to 
the Attributes view from the “Engineering Process > Attributes” menu. 
 
 

 
 
From the attributes a new Attribute named as the excel columns that will be imported (which is the name 
of the MantisBT Attributes) has to be created. For these attributes creation it is also possible to use the 
types previously created.  
 
Note: For more info about attributes or attribute types creation, please refer to the “IRQA User Guide” 
 
 
 

2.4 Import the .xls document into IRQA 
 
 
The last step consist on importing the excel document into IRQA. Some work has to be done first into 
IRQA. It is necessary to create one attribute for each attribute the user wants to import from the 
document. 
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Not only attributes but also types (especially for enumerated attributes) need to be created. 
 
Once created, click on Project>Import option in the Project menu. Select the word document and click 
on next.  
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Select new configuration from the Configuration Selection dialog. 
 
 

 
 
Select Capture “Requirements” from the Import elements dialog. 
 
Now perform the mapping between the different columns that want to be imported and the attributes 
into IRQA. Take into account that this mapping only need to be performed the first time, for later imports 
we will save this configuration and will skip this part. 
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In this case we have mapped the IRQA Name with the Summary; it is also possible to map it with the 
description, for example. 
 
Click on next, and click again the next dialog. Now the import tool will compare the elements being 
imported with the one existing into IRQA. If this is the first time you perform the import, all elements will be 
marked as new. 
 

August 2010 
 

Copyright 2010 © Visure Solutions, S.L. All rights reserved  
 



 
 

 

  www.visuresolutions.com 

IRQA integration with MantisBT 

14 IRQA Integration wit MantisBT 

 
 
 
Select the elements that will be imported and click on next. 
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From this Dialog users may specify (through the access partition) the rights for the elements that are 
going to be imported and also allocate them into a block (for example, Mantis block or Issues block). 
 
To finish, click on Insert. Now it is also possible to save the configuration for alter uses. It is recommended 
to do it in order to skip the attributes mapping. 

August 2010 
 

Copyright 2010 © Visure Solutions, S.L. All rights reserved  
 



 
 

 

  www.visuresolutions.com 

IRQA integration with MantisBT 

16 IRQA Integration wit MantisBT 

 

 

August 2010 
 

Copyright 2010 © Visure Solutions, S.L. All rights reserved  
 



 
 

IRQA integration with MantisBT 

 

 

  www.visuresolutions.com 17 IRQA Integration wit MantisBT 
 

Copyright 2010 © Visure Solutio
 

August 2010 

ns, S.L. All rights reserved  

Copyright© 2010 Visure Solutions, S.L. All rights reserved. This document may not be reproduced or 
transmitted in any way or by any electronic or mechanical means, including photocopying, recording, or 
any other means, without the express permission of VISURE SOLUTIONS, S.L. All of the material contained in 
this document has been developed by VISURE SOLUTIONS, S.L. and is the property of VISURE SOLUTIONS, S.L. 
 
IRQA® is a registered trademark of VISURE SOLUTIONS, S.L. 

 


	1 Introduction 
	2 How it works? 
	2.1 Export elements from MantisBT 
	2.2 Convert the .csv document into .xls 
	2.3 Attributes creation in IRQA 
	2.4 Import the .xls document into IRQA 
	 


